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like to appoint to go through their books
and see everything in connection with the
operations. The company ean prove that
if the priee of coal is reduced 1s. per ton,
a dividend could not be paid on the present
rate of wages. The company ean also prove
that the percentages of cost per ton respec-
tively, of administration and distribution,
compare favourably with the fipures of the
New South Wales collieries, as shown in the
veport teferred to. I see that Mr. Miles
snggests the appointment of a judge of
the Supreme Court. Good and inde-
pendent though a judge may be, I do
not think he would know much ahout
coal mining. Tt seems to me that if a Royal
Commission is appointed the man chosen for
the work should be one who is thoronghly
conversant with all the details of it, and has
the necessary experience. Such a man
should be imported from somewhere 30 that
he would have no personal interest in the
local industry. Ie could then go fully into
the guestion. In the circumstances 1 am
not geing to oppose the motion, although
s T have shown the appointment of 2 Royal
Commission is unnecessary. With all the in-
formation that I have given, with ali the
great amount of informatien in the pos-
session ol Mr. Miles, and with all that which
iz found on the files, I do not know what
other information eould be required.

On the motion by Hon. W. H. Kitson,
debate adjonrned.

House adjourned at 6 p.m,
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
pwm., and read prayers.
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QUESTIONS (2)—MINING.

Gold Stealing Detection Siaff.

Mr. MARSHALL asked the Minister for
Palice: 1, Was the police gold stealing de-
tection staff at Kalgoorlie disbanded a few
months ago? 2, Have applications heen
called by the Police Department amongst
the police for the purpose of forming a
new gold stealing detection staff? 3, If so,
what was the reason for dishanding the old
staff, and the reason for the appointment
of a new one?

The MINISTER FOR POLICE replied:
1, Yes. 2, Yes. 3, The Chamber of Mines
gave nofice that it was not prepared to meet
the expense of the upkeep of the staff atier
30th June last, but has since reconsidered
the position.

Assistance to Prospectors.

Hon. M. F. TROY asked the Premier:
1, Is he aware that many applications for
prospecting assistance and sustenance are
held up by the Mines Department because
of lack of funds? 2, Will he state when
money will be provided to assist this very
deserving class of primary producer?

The PREMIER replied: 1, Yes. 2, It is
impossible to say at the preseni juncture
what funds will be available for this pur-
pose.

QUESTION—RAILWAYS, (OQLLIE
COAL.

Cost of Appliances,

Mr. WITHERS asked the Minister for
Railways: 1, What has been the total cost
to the Railway Department for the altera-
tion to, and provision of spark arresting
and fire grate appliances, to make it pos-
sible to burn Collie ecoal? 2, What amount,
if amy, has been contributed by the Collie
coal mining industry to assist the Govern-
ment in this direction?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: re-
plied: 1, In view of the long period over
which Collie coal has been used on the rail-
ways, viz.,, 32 years, it is not possible fo
give the total cost, but many thousands of
pounds have been spent in bringing the ap-
pliances to their present condition. 2, Nil.
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QUESTION—UNEMPLOYMENT.
Blackboy Camp Costs.

Mr, CUNNINGHAM (for Mr. Milling-
ton) asked the Minister for Railways: 1,
Whay are the present contract prices for
the following foodstuffs, supplied to Black-
boy Camp:—(a) bread; (b} meat; {c)
milky 2, What were the rates paid under
the previous contract?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, (a)} 2 9/164. per 2tb. loaf. (h)
Corned beef 5d. per lh.; fresh—by the side
—44. per lb.; ox kidneys, 11d. each; mutton
—carcase, minimum weight 40 lbs, maxi-
mum weight 50 lbs.—3d. 1b.; saugages, 43d.
per Ib.; tripe, 5d. per lb. (¢) 434d. per
quart. 2, (a) 2 11/16d. per 2ib. loaf. (b)
Corned beef, 43d. per Ib.; fresh—by the side
—5d. per Ib.; ox kidneys, 1s. each; mutton
—carcase, minimum weight 40 lbs., maximum
weight 50 lbs—43d. per lb.; sausages, 6d.
per lb.; tripe, 53d. per 1b. (¢} 5d. per quart.
In each instance delivered at Blackboy

_Camp.

QUESTION—PIG IMPORTATIONS.

Mr. J. I. MANN asked the Minister for
Agrieulture: 1, What was the number of
pigs landed from England up to the end of
June, 1928; of what breed and sexes were
they, and where are they now located? 2,
What was the total cost landed at the
State farms? 3, What is the number of pigs
disposed ol up to date, and what is their
value—sows and bhoars? 4, How many pigs
are aviilable for disfribution during the
next six months, and at what price—sows
and boars?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
replied: (1) No pigs were imported from
England for State farms prior to June,
1928, but in 192D 11 of the 15 pigs pur-
chased there were landed in the State; four
died on the voyage. One Berkshire boar, two
Berkshire sows, one Tamworth boar, and
two Tamworth sows are now at the Muresk
College; onc Berkshire boar and one Berk-
shire sow are at Denmark State Farm; two
Berkshire sows arve at Narrogin School of
Agriculture, and one Tamworth sow at
Wooroloo Sanatorium. 2, The total cost
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of the pigs delivered at the various farms
was £040 4s. 2d., but £207 has been received
from the insurance company for the four
pigs that died on voyage. 3 and 4, This
information will take some little time to
obtain owing to the number of institutions
involved, but it will be supplied to the hon.
member at a later date.

BILL—MAIN ROADS,
Third Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
J. Lindsay—M¢t, Marshall) [4.39]7: I move -

That the Bill he now read a third time.

MR, McCALLUM (South Fremantle)
'4.40]: At an earlier stage of the consid-
eration of the Bill, an assurance was given
to me that the clause dealing with the
powers of the Commissioner, to which I
moved an amendment and which T with-
drvew, would be looked inte and discussed
by the Minister with the Crown Law auth-
orities. I was assured that if it was con-
sidered desirable, the Bill would be reecom-
mitted so that we could deal with the matter
if the clanse did not cover cverything that
was claimed for it. 'The Attornmey (eneral
gave me that assurance, and 1 would like
to know whether anything has been done.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
T. A. L. Davv—West Perth) [4.41]: Yo-
thing has been dome. 1 am afraid I must
plead gnilty to not having taken the matier
up with the Crown Law authorities; I did
not realise how rapidly we would reach the
third reading stage of the Bill. I will give
the member for South Fremantle (Mr. Mc-
Callmn) a definite assurance that steps will
be token in the matter, and if it is neces-
sary to alter the clause, the alteration will be
made n another place. If we recommitied
the Bill in this Chamber it wonld cause con-
siderable delay and necessitate the suspen-
ston ot the Standing Orders. Perhaps that
will satisfv the hon. member, If he chooses,
I shall be pleased to discuss the matter with
him.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a third time and transmitted to
the Council.
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BILL—EDUCATION ACT AMEND-
MENT.

Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR EDUCATION
(Hon. N. Keenan—XNedlands) [4.42]: The
object of the Bill is to confer upen the Min-
ister for Education additional powers in
connection with the administration of the
Deportment of FEduecation, relating to the
retivement of members of the staff, The
preseni power of the Minister is confined to
possible action on his part in two directions.
He can transfer a teacher from one school
to another under Subsection 2 of Section 7
of the Act, but it is necessary that the trans-
fer shall be of snch a kind that the teacher,
when transferred, shall receive the same
salary. The Minister ean also, under the
provisions of paragraph (d) of Subsection
1 of Section 28, dismiss a teacher, but he
has no power under the Act to exercise
such powers as the Publie Service Commis-
sioner can exercise under Subsections 6 and
7 of Section 9 of the Pnblic Service Act.
Under those subsections, the Public Ser-
viee Commissioner has power to declare an
office an excess office in a department and
make other provision for the excess officer.
The necessity for the amending legislation
arises from the fact that, under the in-
fluence of the financial depression, there will
be nothing like the same number of vacan-
cies for the teaching staff this year as there
have been for some years past. The vacan-
vies that occur in connection with the teach-
ing staff everv year average 70 female

teachers who vretire or get inarried
and 30 teachers who go on long leave,
while 64 vacanecies are due to various
causes. Some are due to  retirements

of teachers who reach a certain age;
some are due to sickness, while olhers are
due to Qdismissals. In addition, there are
new vacancies arising through new scheols
being established. As was observed by the
Leader of the Opposition the other night,
this Department has been constantly ex-
panding the numher of sehools eondueted by
it. The vacancies total 164 in a normal vearf
and they would be filled in the manmer I
shall now explain to the House—134 comn
from the Teachers’ Colleze every year—
that is the annual ontput of the Teachers’
Colleze—made unp of 50 students leaving
after a two-vear course and 84 leaving after
a one-vear course. To that total of 134
must be added 30 teachers who return from
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long service leave. This year the number
of vacancies will be reduced to the extent
of 35 fewer female teachers leaving the ser-
viee to marry, We know that number de-
finitely, because the seholastic year is not
the same as the financial year. The scholas-
tic year runs from the lst January to the
31st December, and before a female teacher
can leave the departmment to narry, in order
to preserve her rights to the gratuity, she
has to give three months' notice. So we
know definitely that the number this year
will Dbe 33 fewer. .Again, iu conseguence
of the financial depression and the neces-
¢ity to economise, long service leave has
been suspended.  This means that 30
teachers who normally would have gone on
long service leave will not de so this year,
Thus the number of vacancies that will he
available next year will be 65 less than the
average number of preceding vears. Tt is
extremely doubtful alsp whether the nom-
ber of G4 vacancies dne to retirement from
various causes will be reached. I am not
taking that into aceount. It may be reached
because the number of deaths i more or less
the same, and the number who retire is
much the same each year. However, there
will probably be fewer vacancies under that
heading and under some other leadings.
To show the necessity for the Bill, I am

taking the actual certainty of 65 fewer
vacancies next wvear than has  oc-
corred in  recent years. In econse-

quence of the diminution in the number
of vaeancies to 19, it is necessary to
reduce the output of the Teachers’ College.
The position is that the department em-
ploys those who come from the Teachers’
Colleze affer the final examination, and
though the department is not legally hounid
to employ them, it is morvally bound to do
50, hecause the persons trained for tenchers
are not fitted to earn a livng in any other
way. It would be very cruel indeed to lare
yvoung people into the Teachers' College with
the idea that they would, when qualified by
passing an examination, enter on a career
that would enable them to earn a living,
and then to tell themn that there was ne
chance of doing =o. Besides, it would be
ahsurd to waste the money, sn valuable now-
adays, in training teachers who were whollv
unnecessary. The annual output of the
eollege is 134 teachers a year. Tt iz pro-
poseid to veduce the number this year hy
the followine fizures:~--First of all the Sep-
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teruber short course has been abandoned,
which means a reduetion of 28. The Feb-
ruary course, a one-year course, will also
he abandoned, which means sanother 28,
and one long course invelving 30 students
will also be abandoned. Thus there will
be 3G fewer students in the college next
year than there has been in recent years,
Instead of having 134 students, as in mnor-
mal years, there will be only 48. Notwith-
standing this reduction, there will be ample
teachers available fo carry on the work of
the department in the years ahead. Jn
1931 there will be seven teachers available
who came out of the college in August last,
and for whom no appointment has been
tound to date. There will also be 28
short-course students coming out in De-
cember, 50 long-course students coming out
in December, and 28 short-course students
coming out in May. That gives a total of
113. Allowing for the reductions, there will
be an excess of 14 studenis next year over
the 99 vacancies. If I may go further afield
and investigate the position in 1932, there
will he 58 short-course students and 50 long-
course stundents. The latter are already in
the institution. I should have mentioned
that, once they enter the institntion, we are
under a contract to finish their training.
It is a definite contraet that must be obh-
servial, no matter what the circumstances
may he. With the carry-over, therefore, we
shall have 120 teachers available in 1932 to
fill the possible vacancies numbering 99. On
those faets it must be perfectly clear that
the present staff at the Teachers' College is
largely in excess of present reguirements,
and certainly in excess of the reguirements
as from the beginning of next year. That
tact is abundantly clear when we bear in
mind that from the beginning of next year,
instead of having 134 new students entering
the coilege, we shall have only 48. Those
who are oceupying lectureships and other
posts in the Teachers’ Coilege have won
those positions by merit. They have been
promoted from the raniks of teachers to thein
presea’ positions. Although the needs of the
times make it necessavy to reduece the staff,
it seens to me it would be a very exireme
and unjust step to dismiss those men, In-
stead of that, I propose the scheme con-
tained in the Bill. Roughly put, the scheme
15 to retire the surplus members of the eol-
lege stofi to the positions whence they came,
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and grade down step by step until we reach
the bottom of the ladder. Clause 2 of the
Bill proposes to insert a new section. The
proposed new Subsection 1 gives power on
the report of the Director that, for the effi-
cient working of the department, any office
of the depaviment other than an office under
the control of the Public Service Commis-
sioner s in exeess of requirements, tha
Governor may declare it an exeess office,
and cill apon the holder to retire from the
service. That is on much the same lines as
the provision in the Public Service Aet. The
proposed new Subsection 2 provides that
the officer so retired from the service shall
become an excess officer in consequence of
that deelaration. The proposed new Sub-
section * provides that on the report of the
Director that an excess officer can be ad-
vantageously employed in any other office
of the department, the Minister may frans-
ter such excess officer tu such other office,
notwilbstanding that it is of a lower grade
and hears a lower salary. The pro-
posal new Subsection 4 contains the scheme
of this measure. There may be no olfice
vacant to which an excess officer may
be transferred, although he may be advan-
tagenusly employed.  Power is therefore
given to the Minisler to ereale u vaeancy
by moving an existing officer out of an office
and puiting into it the officer who was 1n
the Teachers’ College. The proposed new
Subsection 5 will enable the Minister to
create an office for the second officer who
has been disturbed in his position, and so on
until ¢1i the officers have been transferred
and until the lowest rung of the ladder has
been 1cached,

Hon. P. Collier: There will be a surplus
when vou get to the bottom.

Tue MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
There is a chance of these officers being ab-
sorbed, but we must pass on the unfortun-
ate position to someone, and we are seel-
ing ta do it with every passible care to per-
mit of absorption. The proposed new Sub-
section 7 may appear to be redundant, he-
canse un officer who is retired and subse-
yuently transferred must be deemed to have
been in continuous employement. That pro-
vigion has been inserted at the request of
the feachers. It is declaratory of what is
absolately necessary if the scheme proposed
is to he carried out. The rest of the Bill
consists of mere definition. The measure is
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necessary because we shall not want any-
thing like the number of teachers that the
Teachers' College at present is eapable of
turning ont. We are going to have less than
half rhe nuwmber of students, and it is ob-
vious that we must reduce the staff of the
college. We certainly eannot keep the staft
if ther2 is no work for them to do.

Hoen, W, D. Johnson: Could you say that
the priveiple of the Bill is approved by the
Teachers’ TUnion?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
T conld, but I do not intend to say it. Al
though I take every pride in the faet that
the Teachers’ Union and I work in harmony,
I am not going to say it.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: I mean the prin-
ciple of the Bill.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
It is absolutely necessary that a measure of
this kind should he passed. 1t is to the
credit of the employees that they, being
aware of the Bill and of every word it
contains, arve not only prepared to assent
to it but to support it. That, however, is
no veason why this House should pass the
Bill. The reason is that we have no work
for some of the igcturers, becanse we do
not want to produce a number of teachers
who we cannot employ. For that reason T
hope tke House will accept the Bill. 1
move—

That the Bill be now read a sccond time.

On wotion by Hon. P. Collier, debate ad-
Journed.

BILL—TRATFIC ACT AMENDMENT,
Standing Orders Suspension.

THE MINISTER YOR WORKS (Hon.
J. Lindsay—2Mt. Marshall) [4.58]: I move—

That so mueh of the Standing Urders be
auspended ng jg uecessary to enable the Traffie
Act Amendment Bill fo be recommitted at a
later stage of the sitting.

Mr. SPEAKER: I have counted the
House: there is an absclute majority pre-
sent.

Question put and passed.

In Commiitee.

Resumed from the 30th September. Mr,
Richardson in the Chair; the Minister for
Works in charge of the Bill.

The CHATRMAX: The question 15 that
Clause 8 be agreed to.
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS: When
we bave finished the Committee stage of this
Bill, T shall be able, owing to the Standing
Orders being suspended, to recommit it for
the pnrpose of dealing with clauses that have
already been passed.

Mz, MeCALLUM: The House has resoived
that the Bill should be recommitted. We
lad already reached Clause 8 before that
resolution was carried. Are we going to
start now where we left off and finish uy.
the [3ill, and then recommit it? What was
the idea of submitting at this stage the mu-
tion to recommit the Bill.

The Minister for Works: I could not ve-
commit at once without having the Standing
Orders suspended.

My, MeCALLUM: Who said that?

The Minister for Works: The Speaker.

Mr. MeCALLUM: Tt is not usual to ve-
commit a Bill when it is only partially
finished,  That stage comes when all the
elauz2s have been pul through.

The CHAIRMAN: Tke resolution of the
Hous+ meiely gave permission for the re-
committal of the Bill. We ear now go on
where we lett off, at Clause 8, and the Min-
ister has authority to recommit the Bill
when all the clauses have been dealt with.
This 1s not now the recommittal stege.

Mr. Willeoek: We can do that without
going ont of Committee?

The CHAIRMAN: Yes.

Clause put and passed.

Clause 9—Amendment of Seetion 26;

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I hope
this e¢lause will be struck out.

Cluanse put and negatived.
Clanse 10—Amendment of Seetion 27:

Mr. MeCALLUM: The Aet provides that
a porson who is deemed unfit to be in charge
of a drove of animals may he apprehended,
but this clause goes further and provides
that the drove of animals may be conveyed
to 1 police station. What is behind that
amendment?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: There
may be only one person in charge of a drove
of animals. If he is incapable of looking
after them, or driving them, he may be
arresied.  Provision must therefore be made
for the animals to be looked atfter until
somennz ean he found to take them on their
way. This, of counrse, refers to a person
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who becomes intoxicated and eountipues to
drive animals along the road.

Clause put and passed.

Clauses 11 to 13—agreed to.

Clause 14—Minimum penalty:

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: T have dis-
eussed this clause with the Minister and he
has agreed that it ean be left ont. Minimum
penalties frequently work injustice. A per-
son of wood character may have made
a mistake in the driving of a2 ear. The
magistrate may wish fo intlict only a nom-
inal penalty, bui way be bound to impose
the minimum penalty whieh, in his opinion,
muy he altogether too high. Discretionary
power should he left with the magistrate in
vases of this kind.

Mr. Willeock: That is practically the pro-
cedure under the Justices Aet.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I think
only in the case of the minimum penalty
preseribed under the Licensing Act. Wher-
ever minimum penalties are imposed they
are liable to lead to hardships being created.
We could well allow the court to decide what
fine should be inflicted, from 1s. np to the
maximum,

Clause put snd aegatived. .
Clause 15—Agveed to.

New Clause:
Mr. SAMPSON:

That the following be inserted to stand
as  Clange 1G6:—**Section 5 of the prin-
cipal Act is hercby amended hy the addition
of a subsection, as follows:—(5) Any person
who hag at any time committed an offence
against this seetion for which he has not been
prosecuted shall be liable te pay to the local
authority the license fee whieh he might have
been ordered to pay on conviction of such
offence, and such fee shall be recoverable in
any court of competent jurisdietion.”’

I move—

The phraseology of the new ciaause may
appear peeuliar, but I am informed by the
Crown Law Department that it makes pos-
sible the secwring of licence fees for past
years. As the Act stands, a traffic fee can-
not be eollected once the year for whieh that
fee is payable has passed. A few weeks
ago in the hills distriet an accident occurred
hetween a motor truck and a ear, and seri.
ous damage was done. Later it was dis-
covered that the truck had not been licensed
for a period of three years. Under the Act
as it stands, not wore than the eurrent
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year's fee can be collected; fees for the
other two years are not collectable, althongh
it ean be proved that during those two years
the truck wsed the roads, The difficulty and
unfairness of the existing position have
often heen referred to at road board con-
ferences. The Crown Law Department ad-
vige me that the new clanse will give loeal
aunthorities the civil remedy they desire, up
to a period of six years. A man who uses
a vehicle without a license should be liable
to payment of fees when the offence is dis-
covered. [ could cite many instances simi-
lar to the one T have given. At present the
temptation exists to aveid payment; if one
can get away with it for 12 months, one
need not pay at all. The unpaid license
fees would not attach to a subsequent
owner, but only to the owner who used the
vehicle on the road at the time it was not
licensed.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: At pre-
sent the local authority cannot reenver the
license fee withont prosecuting. They have
to prove that the defendant used on the
road a motor which was not licensed. That
offence having been proved against the de-
fendant, the magisirate can not only fine
him for the offence but can also order him
1o pay the license fee for the curvent period.
Tnder the Justices Act one eannoi prose-
cote anybody for an offence committed more
than six months before the date of the com-
plaint. So that if the loeal authority wait
six months, they cannot proseeute, and
therefore cannot get the license fee although
In a position to prove that the vehicle was
used, IF a man drives a molor car on the
1st June and it is unlicensed, he ean le
proseeuted in any part of the six
months from the 1st June for driving
an unlicensed car. Then, if he is eon-
victed, the ecourt ean fne him und can
alo order him to pny the fee for
the period in which the offence was eom-
mitted. Now it js proposed that aithough
the six months are up, nevertheless the local
authority shall be able to proceed in a civil
court, prove that the man used the ear un-
licensed, and then make him pay the license
fee. That might have some justice in it if
it did not go back so far. The new clanse
will re-open the matter for six years back.
A man might have had a ear three or four
years ago, sold it and forgotten all about
it.  Then the loeal authority might be in-
formed that he had used the car on a cer-
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tain date unlicensed, and he wounld be
dragged along to the court and be compelled
to pay. Perhaps he onght to have paid, but
this seems to bhe opening up the matter a
hit too far back. The man might have
bought the car and possessed it for a week,
and then find himself dragged up to answer
a charge several years old.

Mr. MeCallum: Meantime he might have
lost his proof in exculpation.

Mr. Willcock: Who can swear what he
was doing in, say, June of 1925%

Mr. Sampson: The man is only to be
called upon to pay fees that he should have
paid. Why should the local authority or
the metropolitan pool be deprived of what
is justly due to them?

Mr. MeCallum: Local authorities make
mistakes. Have you never been billed twice
for your rates?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Tt is not
asking s great desl of the local authorities
to discover within the six months that the
man has been driving an unlieensed motor
car. Surely there ought to be some finality
about the thing, I do not consider the new
clause acceptable as it stands.

Hon. W. D. JOFNSON: I cannot see why
we should make an exception in this in-
stanee. If we would make out a ease for
the licensee of a vehicle we should amend
the Act generally. The limitation is under
the Justices Aect, and we are now to lft
something out of that and make of this a
special case fo which the Justices Aet shall
not apply. I refuse to do that.

The Chief Secretary: It is not the Jus-
tices Aet. This wonld he a eivil action on
account of debt.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSOXN: The Attorney
General has told us that the existing limita-
tion is under the Justices Aect, and that that
limitation is not restrieted to motor cars or
motor licenses, but has a general effect in
regard to other liabilities.

The Attorney General :
offences.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSOX: Xow it is pro-
posed we should make an exception of this
one case. We are to say in this measure
that the provision in the Justices Act shall
not apply.

The Attorney General: Not exactly that.

Mr. Willeoek: But that is what it means.

Hon. W. D, JOHNSON: Why shonld we
make of this a special ease? If the local
authorities are not active enough to see that
all vehicles are licensed—and they have six

In regard to
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months in which to take action—swhy should
we say to the local authorities, “You are too
slow to catch them within the specified time,
so we will give you a longer time in which
to do it.” If we are to make any alteration
in the law, let us do it in the Justices Act.
Let us amend that Aet, but do not let us
limit that Aet by putting something into
this Bill. I have opposed this sort of thing
in this House before. It is quite wrong. I
am nhot prepared to say the loeal authorities
shall have opportunity to penalise offenders
after the expiry of six months, which should
be long enough. After six months a man
might be called upon to produce evidence
whieh he is no longer in a position to pro-
duce, but which he would have produced had
the action been taken within six months.

The CHIEF SECRETARY : There is
some confusion in the hon. member’s mind.
The Jnstices Aet comes in only for one
reason. When a proseention is brought
against a defendant for having driven a car
without a license, the section provides that
in addition to the penalty for the offence the
magistrate may also order that the proper
fee shall e paid. It is recoverable, the same
as a civil debt. The unfortunate thing is
that Seetion 3 of the prineipal Act puts the
two together. What the member for Swan
wants is to give the local aunthorities the
right to recover the fee ay a civil debt, not
under the Justices Aet at all. Within eer-
tain limits, cvervone 1 think will agree with
him. But unfortunately he puts no limit
whatever to the period during which a
prosecution may be brought. The Statute
of Limitations, which provides for six years,
is not suitable to the purpose, for the period
is too long; so if the hon. member were to
fix a limitation of, say, two years, why
should we refuse it ! It is true, as the mem-
ber for Umildford-Midland suggests, these
local anthorities should he more alert; but I
do not know that other hodies besides loeal
anthorities have not heen found at times to
he anything but alert.

Mr. Willcoek: But there are all sorts of
suggestions that membevs of local authori-
ties do not pay their license fees under a
certain mayor, and that when another mayor
is elected thev are prosecuted.

Mr. SAMPSON : I agree with a good deal
said by the memher for Guildford-Midland.
Bat those people who refuse fo pay their
license fees are very elusive indeed, and local
authorities in many iustances ave under-
staffed, so it becomes a very difficult matter
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to collect those license fees. But why should
we endeavour fo protect those who ave try-
ing to dodge their liabilities to lecal authori-
ties?

Hon. W. D, Johnson: There is a better
way of doing it.

Mr. SAMPSON: 1 propose to aceept the
suggestien of the Chief Secretary by amend-
ing my amendment to provide for a period
of two years,

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member may
uot amend his own motion. Probably some
other member will do it for him, If the hon.
member will withdraw his motion, I can then
take a further motion.

Mr., SAMPSON: May 1T not amend it,
even with the consent of the Committee?

The CHAIRMAN : 1 suggest it would
come better from some other member.

Mr. SAMPSON : I will withdraw my
amendment.

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn.
Mr. SAMPSON:

»  WOE———
That the following new clause be inserted
te stand as Clause J6: **Section 5 of the
prineipal Act is hereby amended by the
addition of 2 subseetion as follows:— (5)
Any person who has at any time after the
coming into operation of this Aet and within
two years committed an offenee against this
seetion for which he has not been prosccuted
shall be liable to pay to the local authority
the license fee which he might have heen or-
dered to pay on conviction of sueh offence,
and sueh fec shall be recoverable in any court
of competent jurisdiction.” *’

Still I am in doubt. I am inelined to ask
that consideration of the proposed new
clause be deferred until a later stage.

The Minister for Railways: Why net do
it on recommittai?

Mr. SAMPSON: 1 think | will go back
to the original suggestion of the Minister.
I am advised by the Crown Law Depart-
ment that the proposed elause is all right as
it stands, and if the Houwse approves of
it it will be of service. The Hounse should
approve of it.

Mz, Willeock: Having heen given leave
to withdraw it, you eannot now move it
again.

The CHAIRMAXN : The hon. member has
withdrawn the new clause be first proposed.

Mr. SAMPSON: BSo that my proposal
will not be lost, at least withont a vote
being taken, T shall submit it in this form—

That the following new clause be in-

serted to stand as Clause 16: Section 5
of the principal Act is hereby amended by the

I move—
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addition of n subsection as follows:—(5.)
Any person who has at any time, after the
coming into operation of this Act, committed
an nfience againgt this section for whieh he
has not been prosecuted, shall be liable to pay
to the local authority the license fee which he
might have been ordered to pay on conviction
for such offence, and such fees shali be recov-
erable in any court of competent jurisdiction.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I can-
not accept the clause, even in its latest form.,
I am aware that the Road Boards Confer-
ence asked for it, and I told the conference
I did not think it was practicable, The
local governing bodies have not collected all
the traffic fees, and to assist in that direc-
tion it is my intention to ask the House
to agree to certain regwlations which, from
the 1st January, will provide that every
motor vehicle must display on its wind-
cereen, the motor license. I helieve that by
ithat means—the posting of the license in
n conspienous place on the car—we shall be
able to secure full registration of motor
vehieles, It will mean that even the local
authorities will be able to see whether a
vehicle is lieensed or not. Therefore the
amendment  is not necessary.  After the
hon. member’s many efforts to straighten it
out, I still think it is wrong.

Mr., MARSHALL: T intend to support
the amendment beecause it is one that in my
opinion cannot he taken lightly. Mewbers
generally have emphasised the fact that
extra fees are necessary, with a view fo pay-
ing for the maintenance of the roads. This
lhas been a heavy cost to the taxpayers.
There is a large section of the community
that ean afford to pay for the pleasnres they
get out of motoring. We also have the
speetacle of the heavier motor vehicle
owners seeuring a lieense for, say, a 35-cwt.
truek and packing on it perhaps three tons.
In this way the State is losing thousands
of pounds anmually, The better the road
the heavier the load that is put on the
trucks. Members may take this lightly, bué
1 contend that the hon. member’s new clause
is of value. The very people the Minister
desires to {ax have evaded payment for
vears past. It would be {ar hetter if the
whole business were given over to the con-
trol of the Police Departinent as is done in
the other States. I am assured by those who
know that there are many who overload
their trucks and exceed the speed limit.
The proposed new elause will offer the Min-
ister some opportunity to prevent over-
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loading. I am ecertain he will never get
over the difficulty of speeding by cansing
the licenses to be displayed on the wind-
sereen. Anyone might stick a counter re-
ceipt on a windsereer and that could be
done as easily as false nmmber plates are
used now,

The Minister for Works: The licenses
will be of a different colour each year.

Mr. MARSHALL: I have seen many of
the receipts given by road boards.

The Minister for Railwavs: The motor
licenses will be nothing like that type.

Mr. MARSHALL: Of course if it is a
special type it will be all right. 'What is
required is something that eannot easily he
copied.

New clanse put and passed.

Title—agreed to.
Bill reported with amendments.

Recommitied.

On motion by Minister for Works, Bill re-
comitted; Mr. Richardson in the Chair,
the Minister for Works in charge of the
Bill,

Clauses 1 to 3—agreed to.

Clause 4—New Section:

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: In con-
nection with Subeclause 1, the member for
South Fremantle the other evening dealt
with the question of a person using a
vehicle for the carriage of goods, and
he wished to add the words ‘“ex-
cept for his own mse” I cannot agree
to the snggestion he made. There is an
impression in the minds of members that
this deals with motor ears. It does not.
Part II. of the Fifth Schedule deals with
motors or steam wagons used together with
trailers, and does not apply to motor cars
at all. I move an amendment—

That in Subclause 10, after the word
“tyehicle'" in line 2, there be inscrted ‘men-
tioned in Part IL of the Pifth Schedule,””’

Anaother point is that the 7s, 6d. per P.L.W.
does not apply to motor cars. Therefore
there can be no doubt that this particular
provision daes not apply to cars. As re-
gards an owner carrying goods for his own
use, I have studied the question without
discovering a way in which to make the
matter elear. 1 bave here five Transport
Acts passed by various countries in 1930,
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and each of them appoints a transport
board, as we may find it necessary to do
next year. Those boards have power to do
almost anything. No inspector would in-
terfere with a man who was travelling to
the heach in a motor with his tent and so
forth. Moreover, it is provided that the
Minister may grant exemption. ~A man
carrying rams, as mentioned by the member
for Katanning, would certainly not be called
upon to pay four times the fee. Neither
would a man who had had a breakdown in
his tractor and had come to Perth for a
spare part. Nor is it intended that a man
going on a pienie shall pay four times the

fee.

Mr. MeCallum: But that is what the Bill
says how,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS:

“Goods” does not mean a tent and a pair
of Dblankets and some tucker. The Bill is
an honest attempt to deal fairly with car-
riers who compete with the Railway De-
partment. The insertion of the words “for
his own use,” as suggested by the member
for South Fremantle, would mean that the
man could carry benzine and stores gener-
ally, I am prepared to accept any other
amendment that will put the matter more
clearly.  IHowever, I am not prepared to
allow a wheat grower to cart back oil in
his motor.

Mr. McCallom: He should be allowed
to, in the case of his own requirements.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I can-
not agrec to go as far as the member for
South Fremantle wants to go. Still, I
would not object to a wan carrving hack
from Perth groceries for his own personal
use.

Mr. MeCALLUM: The Minister's amend-
ment does not meet the points which have
heen raised. It merely sets out that an or-
dinary motor ear earrying goods will not
be subject to the Fifth Schedule. The clause,
however, says that every person, without
exception, using any vehicle, no matler of
what kind, for the carriage of goods, any
goods whatever, upon any road mentioned
in the Fifth Schedule shall he liable,

The Minister for Railways: But you are
not reading the relative section of the prin-
cipal Aect.

Mr. M¢CALLUM: The amendment does
not apply to Section 10 of the principal
Act, but only to the Fifth Schedule under
this Bill. The Minister's suggestion is that
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trucks only being mentioned, ears would
be exempt. But we know that many cars
are put to all the uses to which trucks are
put. Cars are so converted as to become
suitable for all descriptions of work done with
trucks. The Ministers amendment merely
makes it clearer that the clause refers to
motor or steam wagons, and that these will
be judged on P.L.W. All trucks are now
licensed on that basis, while motor cars are
not. If a farmer has equipped his farm
and a motor truck forms part of that equip-
ment, he should he allowed to use it as has
been suggested, particularly in these times
when eeconomy is urged on the farmer day
after day. The Minister, however, refuses
to let the farmer use his own truck to cart
hiz own requirements to his own farm. Ae-
cording to the Minister, the faymer should
run his truck back empty and pay 22 ont-
sider to do the transporting much more
than it would cost the farmer himself. The
Minister must not dictate to the producers
of this country what they shall or shall not
do in using their own plant.

The Minister for Works: Not on roads
that are not prescribed.

Mr. MecCALLUM: The Minister will see
to it that all roads likely to be used by the
farmers will be prescribed.  The farmer
may have a train service running only once
or twice a week, and he is to be prevented
from using his motor truck to slip into the
eountry town in the event of his traector, for
instance, breaking down. A hundred and
one such things may oecur, meaning all the
difference between success and failure in
farming.  The idea is not to allow the
farmer to enter into commercial carrying,
or even into carrying for his neighbours.
He is to carry only for himself. The Mu:-
ister will not permit even that. The hon.
gentleman says be is here especially to look
after the interests of the produesrs, and
this is the way he proposes to do it.

Sitting suspended from 6.5 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. MeCALLUM: I do not think any ex-
ception can be taken to the Minister’s amend-
ment. The only point I am doubtful about
is the effect of the amendment in the event
of 1 motor car being converted into a truck.

The Minister for Works: If it is a truek,
it will come under Part JI.
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Mr. McCALLUM: 1t may be a motor car
one day and a motor truek the next.

The Minister for Railways: At any rate,
it is a vehiele, and there is a detinition
covering it in the Act.

Mr. MeCALLUM: But the additional fees
are to apply only fo trucks. The Minister’s
amendment does not affect the point we were
diseussing when he recommitted the Bill, and
my amendwent can be inserted later on.

Amendment put and passed.
Mr. McCALLUM: I move an amendment—

That after ‘‘gooda’’ in line 2, of the pro-
posed new subsection, the words ‘‘except for
his own use’’ be inserted.

I cannot see why a man who owns his motor
truek cannot put it te its fnll use in con-
nection with his own business. I do net in-
tend the amendment to cover persons who
engage in earrying, To limit a4 man in the
use of his own property in connection with
his own business is not right.

The Attorney General: That is not what
the law says.

Ar. MeCALLUM: I bave already pointed
out that this Bill will require the payment
of four times the present tax, and that is not
limitation, but prohibiton. No favmer will
he able to pay the increased tax,

The Minister for Works: Buf the Bill re-
fers to “any person,” not te farmers.

Mr. MecCALLUM: I do not care what the
man may be; he should be entitled to make
full use of his truek in connection with his
own business.

Mr, H, W. Mann: Is there not a danger
in vour amendment? Would it not permit,
for instance, the Merredin Brewery to send
beer to Perth in its own trucks?

Mr. MeCALLUM: Does the hon. member
think the brewery would pay four times the
tax in order to do that?

Mr. H. W. Mann: No.

The Minister for Railways: Apd in any
case the railway passes the brewery's doors.

The Minister for Lands: But would it
not enable the brewery to do what is sug-
gested? :

Hon. P. Collier: There is one hotel only
that sells Merredin heer; the rest are tied
houses.

Mr, MeCALLUM: Is it suggested that the
proprietor of the brewery will consume the
whole of his beer?
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The Minster for Lands: No, but the brew-
ery may own hotels, and ecart the heer sup-
plies in trucks.

The Minister for Railways: And they
eould use trucks to bring goods to market
for sale,

Ar. McCALLUM: 1 do not say that the
people should be exempt if they bring goods
in for sale.

The Minister for Railways: But that is
what. your amendment says.

Mr. MeCALLUM: How do you know
what is in iy amendment? It is not on the
Notice Paper.

The Minister for Railways: I know what
your amendment is,

Mr. MeCALLUM: 1 have not given it out.

Hon. P. Collier: Trying to be smart and
misteading !

The Attorney General: Why, vou told us
what vour amendment was long ago!

Hon. P. Collier: The Minister for Rail-
ways is trying to assist all the other Min-
isters.

The Minister for Railways: And so I can
if I hke,

The CHATRMAN : Order! Hon. members
must keep order.

AMr. MeGALLUM: All T ask is that any-
one who owns a truek shall be able to eart
gonds for his own use, not for the purposes
ol sale. Surely no exception can bhe taken
to that.

Mr. MARSHALL: T appreciate the de-
sirec of the member for South Fremantle,
but his amendment will open up a long
argument.  In its applieation, the amend-
ment will lend itself to dishonesty. If a
man were taking a truckload of perishahle
gonds to market and had not a fnll load,
is it possible to imagine that he would re-
fuse to eart some of his neighbour's goods
in addition to his own? How does the memn-
ber tor South Fremantle suggest inat that
position eould be controlled? It s wan had
200 canliffowers on his truck, how would it
be possible for anyone to say how many be-
lonred to him and how many to his neigh-
bour! TIf the hon. member ean tell me how
those positions ecan be safeguarded, I will
support him. We will assume the amend-
wment is earried.  What will happen?  The
ordinary carrier, from whom we «speet to
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secure the inereased taxation, will disappear
from the ronds, and the producers will pur-
chase motor ears and do their own earrying
withour any additional taxation payments
on their part. All that will be achieved will
he the enconragement of the sale of Ameri-
can wotor cars, petrol and oil, and the np-
keep of the voads will still have to be
paid for by the people of the State.
If we are rendering those serviees we have
tv sce to it that the people beneliting by
the legislation pay in proportion with the
henefit they receive. The hon. member by
his amendment will allow dishonest men to
come in and displace a section from whom
we desire to get further revenue in order to
taintain the roads. As far as I can under-
stand the measure, the Minister already has
power under it to exempt certain vehicles
from the increased fee. If any owner of a
mator ear or motor truck carrying com-
modities c¢an advance a sufficiently good
argument to the Minister, the Minister will
have power to exempt him. 1 suggest to
the member for South Fremantle that his
amendment can be covered by the discretion
the Minister has under the Bill
My, MeCallum: Neo, it eannot.

Mr. MARSHALL: No owner of a pri-
vate truock exempted under the proposed
amendment would pass by his neighbours
with a partially loaded truck when he could
receive A reward for adding to his load, and
that without any chance of detection. The
amendment will lend itself to dishonesty,
and unless the hon. member ean advance
stronger argumenis I will vote against it.

The MINTSTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
doubt if any member would not be in agree-
ment with the member for South Fremantle
in his desire to allow the owner of a truck
used in Jegitmate business of the nature de-
serihed in the following subeclanse to use
that truck for his own benefit in his own
business. But the amendment if agreed to
will destroy the whole purpose of the Bill;
for a man owning a truck for profit or gain
is constantly using it for his own use—the
words of the nmendment.

Mr. MeCallom: But the amendment pre-
serihes that the sonds, not the truck, shall
be for his own use.

The MINISTER FOR RAITLWAYS:
Knowing that the hon. member ir opposed
to the priveiple of the Bill, T ean easily
understand that if he can get into it any-
thing that will destroy its purpose he will
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do it. At the moment, apparently, it is his
desire tuo assist the dairyman, the farmer
and the orchardist. Has he forgotten the
number of ratlwaymen that have had to be
dismissed because of the competition of the
motor traffie? Has he forgotten that we
have dismissed men from the railway work-
shops becanse they eamnot be kept going in
view of the reduced husiness of the rail-
ways, the result of the rosd competition?
The cost of maintaining our roads shonld
be met hy those gaining henefit from them,
hot by the general taxpayer. It is all right
to say the farmer, the horticulturist, the
dairyman, or even the pastoralist, who oc-
casionallv brings his products to the nearest
market town or railway station should be
permitted to use the roads to take back his
own requisites to his helding. That is all
very well, but we ean specify it hetter in that
subelanse which exempts him when bringing
his produee to market; there we can make
the same exemption for the carrying of his
requities baeck fo his holding. But if, as
the member for Murchison suggested, we
are going to permit the farmer or the or-
chardist to take back goods that are only
ostensibly for his own use, we are going te
allow him to use the roads for his own gain
and withont paying the increased fee. To-
day quite a number of people owning motor
cars are gccasionally converting them into
passenger vehicles, making no charge for
the earriage of the passengers, hut charging
the passengers a special rate for the car-
riage of their pareels.  All that is being
done in competition with our railways.

Mr. J. MacCallom Smith: Why not give
us a better railway service?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
We shall he able to give a hetter railway
serviee when we ean rvecover some of the
traffic taken from us by motor ecompetition
running over roads maintained by the gen-
eral taxpayer. The member for North Perth
must know that quite a number of his eon-
stitnents are looking for work beeause the
railways have not the traffie they had pre-
viously.

Mr. J. MacCallom Smith: That is the
fanlt of the railway management.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS :
Of course it is always the fault of the rail-
way management. But I do ask the mem-
ber for South Fremantle if he does not wish
to destroy the Bill to move his amendment
in that portion of the clanse which will per-
mit of its being carried ount withont our
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having to maintain squads of policemen all
over our main roads. For if the amend-
ment were to be placed where the hon. mem-
ber desires it, we should never be able to
police our main roads. To-day we are hold-
ing up quite a number of people who we
know are infringing the law, but we eannot
bring them to book because of the loopholes
in our law. This amendment, if agreed to,
would create another loophole. We have to
do something in order to save the taxpayer
from the unfair charge of maintaining those
rouds; and we have to save our railway
system, in which an immense amount of
public money has been invested on which
interest and sinking fund must be provided.
I know the hon. member is anxious to do
justice to the farmers and orchardists. So
am I, and so arve we all. But we do nof
want to do an injustice to the rest of the
community in trying to do justice to the
few. I am afraid the amendment will bave
just that effect, and I ask the hon. member
to submit it in another subclanse. I know
a man who is operating for a distance of
52 miles on one of our roads. He has a
very small farm and he brings in a very
small quantity of his own produce, perhaps
once a week. Apparently in addition he is
carting for his neighbours and charging
them for his service. If the amendment
were to be agreed to he could keep on doing
that without paying any of the additional
fee.

Mr. J. MaeCallum Smith: Why could not
the Railway Department earry those things?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: The
hon. member, suvely, cannot be thinking out
the smbject very seriously. The Railway
Department could show an all round im-
provement if given the eustom, but without
that support it eannot be donc. Some of
our country settlers eomplain of the time
ncenpied in getting their deliveries over
spur lines. That is due to the faet that the
traffic is not there in sufficient volume.
Tt it were, the result would be very differ-
ent. The Committee can understand that un-
less we grip this guestion pretty effectively
we shall have to lose even more of the men
emploved in our railway service.

Mr. MeCALLUM: The Minister would
never have made that speech had he been
in the House during the last six vears. Tt
is only because he is a stranger amongst us
that he made it. During the six years we
were in office we repeatediy tried to protect
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the railways and tramways against unfair
competition. The people the Minister is
now associated with on that side of the
House told us the reason we could not
carry on the railways successfully in face
of the motor competition was only our bad
management, I put that back to him. We
shall see what he ean do with his manage-
ment. Before the motor traflic reached its
present dimensions every effort we made
to protect the railways and tramways was
challenged in this Chamber.
The Minister for Lands: No.

Mr. McCALLUM: Even the adjournment
of the House was moved on account of a
few taxis running between here and Fre-
mantle. Regulation after regulation as to
routes and stopping places was disallowed.
T do not want to be fold of the necessity
for protecting our railways and keeping
the railwavmen employed, becanse if we had
got our way the railways and tramways
would have heen in a very different. posi-
{ion to-day.

The Minister for Railways: You are flat-
tering yourself.

Mr. McCALLUM: It was only owing to
the opposition we got from members now
on the Government side that the vesied in-
terests on the roads grew to their pres-
ent dimensions, And when the Minister
tatks of the money invested in the railways
and tramways, he should remember that the
railways and framways are not the only
concorns in which money has been invested.
What about all those people with money
invested in motor vehicles; are they not
to be eonsidered? Now the Minister would
teil them that even in their own distriets
they are not to be allowed to make full nse
of their vehicles for the carriage of their
own goods. This is the right place in the
Bill for my amendment, and this s the
place whore it is to go. As for leaving a
loophole for those who try to get behind
the law, can the Minister name any law
where that is net possible? Is there any
Act that eannot be evaded in some way?
I do not suggest that anyone in the earry-
ing hnziness should be allowed to eompetr
unfairly with the railways, but men who
have spent their meney in purchasing plant
shonld be able to use it to carry goods for
their own requirements. To prevent them
from doing so would impose restriction and
hardship.
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Amendment put and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes 14
Noes 21
Majority against 7
AYES,
Mr. Collier Mr. Sleemad
Mr. Cunnipgham Mr. J. M. Bmlth
Mr. Lamond Mr. Walker
Mr. Lutey Mr. Wunsbrough
Mr. McCallum Mr. Willeock
Mr. Munate Mr. Withers
Mr. Raphael Mr. Wilson
{Telier.)
Nozs.
Mr. Barnard s5ir James Mitehell
Mr. Brown Mr., Parker
Mr. Davy Mr. Patrick
Mr. Doney Mr. Plesse
Mr. Keenan Mr, Sampsan
Mr. Latham Mr. Scaddan
Mr. Lindsay Mr, J. H. Smith
Mr. H. W. Mann Mr. Thorn
Mr. J. I. Mann Mr. Wells
Mr. Marshal) Mr. North
Mr. McLary {Teller.)
Pairs,
AYES. Noka.
ar. Johnsan Mr. Angelo
Mr. Milllngton Mr. Ferguson
iss Holman Mr. Teesdale

Amendment thus negatived.

Mr. MeCALLUM: The amendment moved
by the Minister for Works to the early
part of the clause does not meet the point
I made the other night about pienie parties
going out in trucks carrying camp ermip-
ment, groceries and hlankets. Theyv wonld
have to pay four times the license fee
unless granted exemption by the VMinister,
That would put the Minister in the pusi-
tion of taxing master—a very undesirable
power {o give anybody. Hundreds nof peo-
ple travel from the wheat helt to Nornalup,
Bunbury, and Busselton for a few weeky
eamping. and they would be debaried from
travelling on specified routes nnless they
obtained exemption or paid four times fhe
tax, T move an amendinent—

That after *‘goods’’ in line 2 of Subclause
1 the words ‘“which term does not include

personal effects or domestic requirements’’ be
inserted.

The Chicf Secretary: Make it read

“roods other than personal effeets.”
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Mr. MeCALLUM: In view of the exper-
ience of the member for Swan, I think I
had better adhere to my own plain terms.
If I sabmit to legal advice, I may not get
anything at all.

Amendment put and passed.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I move

an amendment—

That after ‘*farms’’ in paragraph (a) the
words ‘for timber mills’’ be inserted.

Mr, J. H. Smith: Omit the word “mills.”
I want this to apply to sleeper hewers,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: To meset
what is desired, several amendments will
be required so that the paragraph will read
“(a) for carrying the produce of farms
or timher mills or fayming or timber mill
recuisites hetween any farm or timber mill
awd the railway station or town nearest to
such farm or timber mill”

Hon. P. Collier: Why not insert a separ-
ate paragraph to cover timber mills, just as

vyou have a separate paragraph fo cover
mining requisites.
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: That

would meet the position, but the Minister
for Works has adopted this method.

Mr. J. O. SMITH: I wish to assist the
sleeper hewers—men carting sleepers or
telegraph’ poles—and the amendment will
not achieve what I desire.  Perhaps the
better words to use wonld be “forest pro-
ducts.” Sleepers have to be carted over
prescribed roads, not necessarily along
them. If my suggestion is not adopied,
people may not be allowed to cart their
sleepers across a voad.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: We all
know what we want. 'We might pass the
clause and have the necessary amendme:'s
nmade in another place.

Amendment put and passed.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I move
an amendment—

That Subelamse (d) be struck out and the
following inserted in lieu:—‘‘Solely for the
carrying of any produce of any garden, or-
chard or dairy farm from the place where the
same is produced to the nearest railway
station, town or market place and for the
enrrying to such garden or dairy farm of any
refquisites not intended for sale.””

This amendment iz to meet the desirex of
the member for Swan,
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Mr. PIESSE: I hope the Minister will
make some provision to protect producers
who may wish to convey stud sheep to mar-
ket or some other place.  Sheep of this
character may often lose some of their value
if they are not properly handled, and the
owuers may desire fo send them to some
place by road. Some means should he pro-
vided whereby they can do this.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I quite
agree that the man whe wishes to take stud
sheep to some other place should he exempt
from the Act. The engineers of the Main
Roads Board will he appointed inspectors
under the Act, and will be instrueted what
to do and what not to do. I quite agree
that these sheep owners should not be called
upon to pay.

Amendment put and passed; the clause
as amended, agreed to.

Clauses 5, 6—agreed to.
Clause "—Amendment of Section 13:

My, McCALLUM: T move an amend-
ment—

That paragraphs (&) and (1) be struck out.

I suggested previously that
{a) and (b) should be
They are superfluous in
decision that the additional {fax should
not apply to the metropolis. The Minister

undertook to look into the matter.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I un-
derstood that the hon. member had been ad-
vised in this matter by the Crown Solicitor.
That officer now says the paragraphs must
remain in the Bill. The Commissioner of
Police is the collecting anthority under this
schedule. The 7s. 6d. on the power, load,
weight is collected on vehicles used on the
preseribed routes, and has to he paid into
the trnst fund. The Commissioner collects
no fees for licenses for vehieles which travel
over oufside roads. In order to make it
clear that the 7s. 6d. does not go into the
metropolitan pool, one of the paragraphs
says that the fees so collected must be paid
inte another fund and used for a special
purpose.

Mr. MeCALLUM: The point raised by
the Minister has nothing to do with the
case. Section 13 of the Act denls exclusively
with the metropolitan pool. It savs that
the Commissioner is the licensing authority
and that he collects the fees, ete. The other

paragraphs
struck out.
view of the
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night we added to the clause a proviso that,
for the purpose of this schedule, no portion
of any of the roads named in that part,
that were situated within the metropolitan
area as described under the Aet, should be
ineluded. That applies to all roads in the
Fifth Schedule outside the metropolis.
Nothing ontside the metropolis can be dealt
with under Seetion 13. The fees referred
to in Section 10a cannot he levied in the
metropolis and the roads cannot be declared
to be within the metropolis.

The Attorney General: It is purely a
technical matfer.

Mr. McCALLUM: I bave been hehind the
seenes. I do not want a confliet of inter-
pretation, nor do I want it to be said that
it is possible to declare these roads within
the tnetropolis, and that additional fees
may be imposed.

The Minister for Works: The hon. mem-
ber’s amendment the other night would per-
mit of any of the roads being declared
within the metropolitan area.

Mr. McCALLUM: That shows how much
more careful we ought to be.

Hon. P. Collier. This Bill has given the
officials of the Crown Law Depariment a
headache,

Mr., MeCALLUM: 1t is a crndely and
badly drafted Bill. If there is no question
of bringing these roads and these fees within
the metropolitan area, why make Section 13
subject to Section 10a?- It may easily be
said that the latter section overrides the
former, If the fees were imposed within the
metropolitan area, chaos would immediately
result. I know what officers will put up to
Miristers when they want to get in money
and build up their positions. The Comnis-
sioner is definitely set out as the ecollecting
authority for roads outside, and the fees
arve set out here. Why mix this matter up
with the metropolitan business at all? When
1 spoke to the Crown Solicitor on the sub-
ject uver the telephone to-day, he agreed
with me. On the most favourable inter-
pretation there is still a doubt, and what we
all agree oucht not to happen will still be
possible, .

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The mem-
bher for Sonth Fremantle seems in a sus-
picious mood to-night, and 1 do not know
whether he will believe me, bat I assure the
Commitice that without the slightest pres-
sure from either the Minister for Works or
myselt, the Crown Solicitor——
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Mr. MeCallum: I do not want to com-
plain, but I understood T was to be present
at the diseussion with the Crown Solicitor.
That is what you agreed to.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: When?

Mr. MeCallum : When T agreed io the
matter heing deferved,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL : That is
what I said to-night.

Mr. MeCallum: You have not carvied out
what you promised. I was not present at
the discussion with the Crown Law Depart-
ment,.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: My recol-
lection is that the only time T ever said nny-
thing about the hon. member being present
at a discussion with the Crown Law Depart-
ment was to-night.

Mr, MeCallum: No. You zaid it the other
night, when I agreed to withdraw my amend-
ment and let the clause go.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I am very
sorry. I must eonfess I do not recollect itf.
In auy case, the whole question is purely
academie. If the words remain, they will
remnain simply ount of abundant caution.
They cannot de¢ any harm to anybody. The
point is that these fees are to he payable to
the Commissioner of Police. The Crown
Solicitor's point of view was that if the
words were left as they were, it might be
suggested that the fees should go into the
metropolitan traffic trust, which is not in-
tended. Thercfore the words *“Subject to
Clause 10a” were inserted. The whole mat-
ter seems to me purely an academic guestion
of draftsmanship, but there does not seem
to me to be any reason for disregarding the
Crown Solicitor’s advice by siriking out
these words.

My, MeCallum : Then you endanger
(lause 13 by wnaking it subjeet to Clause
10a.

The Minister for Warks: Clause 10a re-
fers to increased fees.

Mre. MeCallum: That is what [ say.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Suppose
Clause 13 is subject to Clanse 10a, how does
that affect Clause 137

Mr. MeCullmn: By renderine it possible
that the additional fees will apply in the
metropolitan area.

The Minister for Works: They apply only
o prescribed routes.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I fail to
see the fear of the member for South Fre-
manile. [s not a declaration that the roads
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within the metropolitan avea shall be exempt
put into Clause 10a?

Mr. MeCallum: No; into Clause 13,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I under-
stand that the hon, member moved an amend-
ment to Clause 10a making it quite clear
that Part 1. of the Fifth Schedule could not
come within the metropolitan area. Is not
that sof

Mr. MeCallum: No. I moved that amend-
ment to the schedule itself.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Clause
1va creates the Fifth Schedule,

Mr. MeCallum: The Fifth Schedule is
under Clause 5.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Clause 4
oreates the Fifth Schedule. Clause 5 zets
forth the Fifth Schedule. The member for
South Fremantle has secored the insertion
of a proviso to the Fifth Schedule, which
was brought into existence by Ciause 10a.

Mr. MeCallom: You lawyers are hopeless.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I do not
know that we get much further by calling
lawyers hopeless. The member for South
Fremantle apparently dees not want the
avgument pursued further.

Mr. McCallum: You are hitting all round.
You are not touching the point.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: That is
the hon. member’s opinion. As a general
rule, the hon, member has an utter contewrpr
for all opinions exeept his owun.

Mr. MeCallum: You have not played the
game. You gave an underiaking that I
should be present at the interview with the
Crown Soliteitor, The Crown Solicitor now
tells me that my point was never put for-
ward

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I will let
the inember for South Kremantle exhibiy all
the spleen. The hon. member specialises in
spleen. If I made such a promise as he
states—and 1 do not recollect making it—I
take il that “Hansard” will record the fael.
Farther, I will see that the hon. member has
an opportunity of diseussing the matter with
the Crown Solicitor and members of the
Government, However, I give the Commit-
tee my word that without any suggestion
from myself or the Minister for Works the
Crown Solicitor, when this partieular point
was put to him to-day, said he uud been
rather taken on the jump, and had expressed
an opinion somewhat hastily to the member
for South Fremantle over the telephone, and
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that after further consideration he was of
opinion that the amendments we are now
diseussing were necessary. Irrespective of
whether “Hansard” says I made the pro-
mise, I want the member for South Freman-
tle to have the fullest opportunity of dis-
cussing the matter. TIf the Minister for
Works wants this Bill dealt with to-night,
the matter will be disenssed with the mem-
ber for South Fremantle at the earliest pos-
sible opportunity, and if an amendment
is necessary it will be made.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: When
the member for South Fremantle was dis-
cussing this matter the other evening. the
Attorney General gave him an assurance
ihat he would consult with me.

The Attorney General: And I did eonsult
with you.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
Attorney General also said that if the posi-
tion was as stated by the member for South
Fremantle, an amendment would be made.
I did not hear the Attorney General say he
would disecuss the matter with the member
for South Fremantle. This afternoon the
Crown Solicitor said to me, “Mr. MeCallum
rang me up on the telephone, and I did
agree with him then; but the words must
remain.” T say they must remain; the meas-
ure will be useless without them. Under
Clause 13 the Commissioner of Police is the
licensing authority for the metropolitan
avea. The new clause sets ount that the ad-
ditional fee shall he collected by the Com-
missioner of Police or the Minister. That
refers to the 7s. 6d. fee on all prescribed
roads. That fee is not to be collected by
the local governing bodies, but by tke police;
and instead of being paid into the métro-
politan trust aceount, it is to be handed over
to the Minister, who will pay it into the
Main Roads Board account, I assure the
member for South Fremantle that the un-
derstanding arrived at by the Attorney Gen-
eral, the Crown Solicitor and me this after-
noon is quite clear. Those two sections do
not deal with the metropolitan area, and the
method suggested is the only way by which
the money can be devoted to the desired

purpose. I hope the committee will agree
to the clause as it stands.
Mr. MeCALLUM: I am sorry the

Attorney General has shown any heat re-
garding this matter.
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The Attorney General. You aceused we of
ot playing the game.

Mr. McCALLTM: I Qo not want tv con-
tinue that phase, hut the Minister wili ting
that what T =aid was correct. As a matter
of fact, I had been waiting for a ring on
the telephone inviting me to conter with
him. When the Attorney General argnes
now that the ¢lanse merely provider for the
Commissioner of Police to be the collecting
authority, T would remind him that that
provision is already laid down in Subclause
(3} of Clause 4. If that is the intention,
then the collecting authority is already tixed
elsewhere in the Bill. I admit candidly
that T am suspicions concerning the effect
this will have on the metropolitan area. I
know what the view of some people will be;
if they can get money, they will get it. All
I want is to have the position made per-
fectly clear. If the Crown Soliciter, after
his conversation with me, reconsidered the
matter and changed his opinion, I should
have been advised.

The Minister for Works: You have heen
advised.

Mr. MeCALLUM: I have not been ad-
vised.

The Attorney General: Heavens! Surely
yon wonld net expeet the Crown Selicitor to
write you a letter to advise you.

Mr. MeCALLUM: No, but I thought he
would aet in the same way as I did.

The Attorney General: The Crown Soli-
citor advised me and I advised you! Per-
haps you do not take mny word for it.

Mr. MeCALLUM: I do not dispute the
Minister’s word, nor the truth of what he
says took place between the Crown Solicitor
and himself. On the other hand, I can read
English. If it is ruled subsequently that
the ¢lause will apply to the metropolitan
area, then those vepresenting the metro-
pelitan area will have been grossly deceived
and that will apply also to those who earry
on business in that part of the State and
to the local governing bodies concerned. I
have placed my protest before the Commit-
tee and if anything happens slonz those
lines, it will not he my faunlt. Tf the lesal
view is correcé, what I suggest will not
happen, but from an ordinary commonsense
reading of the clause, I am afraid the effeet
will be as I suggest.

The ATTORNEY GENFRAL: Just to
finalise the matter, I wish to inform the
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member for South Fremantle that I lave
received un intimation from an impartial
per-on who was present on Tuesday nighi,
aint be says he understood me_to.prowise
the hon. member that I would consult with
i and the Crown Selicitor on this partiecu
lar technieal point. That being so, I am
prepaved to meet the hon. member and dis.
cuss the matter with him and the Crown
Solicitor te-morrow worning or on Satur-
day.

Mr, MeCallum:
passed to-night.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: That does
vot matter. If the Crown Solicitor advises
that the clause should go out, it will go out.
The Legislative Council will not raise any
objection because this is a purely technical
matter. T suggest that the member for
South Fremantle accept my offer, and we
confer on the matter any time befure next
Tuesday.

The CHAIRMAN: Does the member for
South Fremantle desire to proceed with lis
amendment?

Mr, MecCallum: Yes.

Amendment put and negatived,

But the Bill is to be

Clause put and pa=sed.
Clauses 8 and 10—aereed to.
Clause 11—Amendment of Section 42:

Mr. MeCATLLUM: Will the Minister ex-
plain  what he means by “continuous
routes”? Does it menn that if there is a
break of five minutes during the day, it will
nof be 2 contimions route?

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS: T have
explained this matter =everal times. Tnke
the Perth-Fremanile RHoad. There are up-
wards of 24 buses runninz on that route.
Thev are running at all times of the day,
and therefore that ix a continuous route.
Take the road on the other side via Apple-
eross. There are a few buses only running
on that route, and theretore it will not he
a continuons route. The buses plying there
will have to pay half fees onlv. There must
be a continuons service on a road. Apnlien-
tion must be made tu the Routes Advisory
Board and the board will decide what tire
table shall be 1n.  The Hne tahle itvelf
will show whether a particular voute is a
continuons route.

Mr. Wanshrough: What if there are a
number of eompanie~ 1mnning huses on the
onc route?
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Com-
punies have nothing to do wich it; it is
2 matter of buses ouly. If there is a spell
of half an hour during whichk no bus is on
the route, it will not be a continuous route

Clause put and passed.
Clauses 12, 13, and 15—agreed fo.
Title—agreed fo.

Bill again reported with amendments.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1930-31.
In Committee of Supply.

Debate resumed from the 30th Seplem-
ber on the Treasurer’s Financial Statement
and on the Annumal Estimntes; Mr. Rich-
ardson in the Chair.

MR. WILSON (Collie) [8.58]: At the
outset of my remarks, may I compliment
you, Mr. Chairman, on your accession fo
the offiee of Chairmon of Committees and
wish you suecess in vour new sphere. May
I say at this juncturve that T would not have
taken part in the debate because I kmow
how hard up the Government and the
people ave, hud T not been compelled to do
50, because of siatements and innuendocs
made in the Legislative Couneil that I re-
eard seviously, and which made me ask mny-
self whether there was not a charge made
agninst me as member for Collie. I hope
hon. members will bear with me to-night
Just as if T were in the dock, seeing that in
another place the President saw fit to allow
two of the members to traduce the distriet
1 come from, and incidentolly to holster up
some rotten concern of their own.

The Minister for Railways: That is not
SBeoteh; that is plain English!

Mr. WILSON: Sometimes it takes a
plain  Scotehman to understand English.

There are such things as “pure Scotch” and
“pigeon English,” and T intend to give the
Cowmittee some dinkum Seoteh to-night.

_ The Attorney General: That is dinkum
Aussie,

Mr. WILSON: The newspapers during
the past two or three weeks have heen full
of the Collie coal seandal, organised pro-
fiteering, unholy alliances and other similar
terms, I want, in my own way, to give the
Comittee an ontline of the history of the
increased prices for eeval and an indieation
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a3 to how lhose inereases were urrived at.
I happened to be the prime mover in con-
nection with all increases gained since 1915,
and for proactically ten years before that T
wils general secretary of the Collie Miners’
Union. The first inerease was given by M.
J. D. Connolly when he was Minister. He
gave the miners of Collie 6d. per day in-
erease on the score that Neweastle had got
1s. The other three increases were all
granted by the Arbitration Court. I was
the advoeate for the Collie miners at cach
of thuse tribunals. 1 refer to the Clarkson
tribunal, the Kidmunds tribunal, and fo the
Hibble tribunal. The miners of Collie fol-
lowed in the van of New South Wales. The
whole of the Federated Coal Miners of
Australiu, with the exception of those
of Collie, got an advance in wages five
months before the Collie miners. What
kind of a man would I have leen to
allow that te go on without trying to
helpp the men I was representing? For
Mr. JMiles and Mr. lolmes to speak of
orgunised profiteering is to show that they
do nol know what they are talking about.
1 wuant to deal with those two gentlemen
and some of the statements that are alleged
to have heen made in another place. They
said it was a gquestion of the miners of
Collie gofting infrodueed a Bill asking for
a 35-hour week. Mr. Holmes said that, and
Mr. Miles echwed it.  They said a Bill was
hrought down a conple of sessions ago pre-
seribing that the coal miners of Collie were
to work only 35 hours per week. T have
that Bill here, as it left this House and was
sent to them. Those two members of an-
other place are living under false pretences,
hecause they have never vead the Bill; thev
are gelting £600 a year for doing nothing
but telling lies. Here is the Bill itself. It
15 a Bill for a seven-lwur day, which makes
up 42 hours per week. When I introduced
that Bill in 1926 the coal miners had for a
long time heen working a seven-hour day
undlerground.  They are still working geven
hours per day. T can tell members that
there was in the 01d Country an Act of Par-
linmenf for a seven-hour day Ffor wunder-
evound workers for many years, and that
the hours per day there for those workers
is now only 7% hours. Will members e
surprised to learn that 6% hours was the
working day for men in the forth of Eng-
land 8 yewrs ago?  Let me repeat it:
eighty vears ago 6% hours was the recog-
vived standard day in the north of England.
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Bo much for our seven-hour day Bill. Then
those two members of another place said
that if the Collie miners worked longer they
would produece more coal. I have here a
statement from the Mines Department, and
also a statement from the inspector of
mines at Collie, I am going to show what
was the rate in the production per head for
an eight-hour day, and the production per
head for a seven-hour day. It is mot gen-
erally understood that the Collie miners are
always on piece-work. The more coal they
get the more they earn. It is not a guestion
of working in the mines for eight hours and
getting your pay. You must produce the
article. I am going to show that while no
increase was given in the tonnage in those
later years, the tonnage produced in the
seven-hour day was more than that produced
in the eight-hour day. Some may smile and
say that could not be done. I say advisedly
that miners producing coal on tonnage-rate
would be all out in less than seven hours.
‘When I tell yon that those miners on piece-
work practically take no crib time, you will
understand the pitch at which they work,
These figures are from the Mines Depart-
ment. In 1915 there were 286,666 tons pro-
duced; or every man produced 7564 tons of
coal, working on an average 220 days per
annum; or 3 tons 9 ewt. per man per day
of eight hours. In each of the years from
1915 to 1920 inelusive eight hours per day
were worked and the average was less than
3 tons 10 ewt. per day; in 1921 with a
seven-hour day it was only 3 tons 3 ewt.;
in 1922 it was 3 tons 10 ewt.; in 1923 it
was 3 tons 10 ewt.; in 1924 it was J tons
14 cwt.; in 1925 it was 3 tons 16 ewt.; in
1926 it was 4 tons 1 cwt.; in 1927, 4 tons;
in 1928, 4 tons; and last year it was 3 tons
16 ewt. I say there are no other workmen
in the world that ean claim that tonnage
per day, from 3 tons 16 ewt. to 4 tons 1 cwt.
per man per day. And then these
buceaneers from the Upper House talk
about producing more when 4 fons 1 cwt.
per man is the highest tonnage in the world!}
And those two members of another place
ventured to jibe at the supposed inferiorily
of their own native fuel. I wunderstand
they are hoth locally-bred men. and it s2ems
certain that they deeried the loeal fuel.
They said that it takes 153 tons of Collie
coal to equal 100 tons of Newecastle coal.
That is not true. ¥ do not know the
authority for their statement, but I will
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give the authority for what I say when I
declare it is not true. Dr. Jack, who was
a Royal Commissioner in 1904, said that
Collie coal was 1.432 s-gpainst New-
castle’s 100 tons. Professor Woolnouzh
said it was 11.380; Mr. Hume, ex-Chief
Mechanical Engineer at the Railways, and
Mr. Evans, now the Railways Commissioner,
satd it was 1.414, and the then Minister for
Railways (Mr. Gregory) said it was 1.342;
that is to say, it took 1.342 tons of Collie
coal to equal 100 tons of Newcastle coal,
But these members of another place make
it 155 tons. Jt may not sound much, but it
weans a gnod deal in values, when we are
spending handreds of thonsands of pounds
per awmum. Mr. Miles went on to say that
the Collie miners are making too much in
wages. 1 am going to admit (hat the Collie
miners make good wages, but 1 say also
they work every minute of the day thev
toil in the mines. The men are put on
to the very hardest and most Jahorious work
in the distriet, and he quotes certain men
as high ax €3.5. T wish it were true. I have
seen their returbs sent to the Taxation De-
partitent, and there nre not two of them
above £600 in the whole of those 800 men.
Of the other 800 there must be some men
who are trying (o make big wages, like the
champion shcarer. But this member of an-
other place makes the man who stands out
its the average for the district. 1 know men
who are making big money. | know of some
men in Collie at the present time who are
practically the “ringers” of the shed, so to
speak, or the champion coal-getters. The
tunnel goes down steeply, and these men
are at the mercy of a broken chain or one
of the skips breaking off at any mement of
the day. They are working in most hazard-
ons conditions. And this member in his
cu by job in the Upper House knows not
wlat they are doing. Now I will recount the
wages the Arbitration Court gave to the
Collie miners. Of the day wages for miners
on seven hours per day, the man in eharge
of the coal catting machine—nowadays
there are very few men who lie down with
a pick and cut the ecoal; in this country all
the coal is broken by machinery—the man
in charge of this £1,000 machine, cutting
toal. is paid 21s. 3d., while his two helpers
eol 2005 Tl and 195, 11d. vespectively. Then
the set-rider, the man whow some of yon
have seen on {op, who rides on the skip and
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goes down into the bowels of the earth—
Mr. Justice Burnside on one oeceasion said
that if he had his way he would ent out
e job altogether peis 205, 1l So we
come fo the miners; we have the shiftman ai
19y, 11d., the labonrer on top 16s. Gd., and
utielassificd workers 18s. 2d.  That is with
this exception, that there is a 2s. allowanee
on the dny's work. Those are the wages,
alont 21s. or 225 for the best worker there.
Tet me tell vou the price per ton that wae
wet. and I am linished. Tu one mine, the
Co-operative, they hore a hole in the eoal,
they shoot it down, load it into the skips,
and put up the timher to make the place

safe and right for themselves and the
inachine man. The amount they get
for that is 3s. 81 per ton. At the

Proprietary Mine they are paid 3s. 6d. per
ton for shooting the coal down, and =0 on.
At the Cardiff mine they are paid 3s. Sd.
per ton, and at the Westraliz the men get
3s. 11d. Ont of this they have to buv their
own tools and explosives and oil; so you
¢an quite understand thkat anvthing shev
get out of what is left they well deserve.
Sometimes the wheelers got a certain pay
of about 18s. 3d. a day. On piece-work
they perhaps earn up to 23s. a day, and the
companies gef a hetter deal from piece-work
than they do from day work, Yel one of
those members of the Upper Honse com-
plained that the men should do picce-work
instead of day work. Tittle he knew of
the subject! And these are the priees.
T published a statement in the Tress two
or three months ago with regard to New-
enstle coal. T showed that the Neweastle
miners should not have their daily wage
redueced. 1 showed that the Neweastle
companies were reeeiving 23s. per ton for
the coal, and that the miners werc getting
3s. 2d. per ton for hewing it. I also
showed that the Collie mines were getting
only 19s. per ton for their coal, and were
paying more than was being paid in New
South Wules for the hewing. JMr 1liles
complains of that. 1 cannot see the force
of his argument. If the men in Neweastle
received only 3s. 2d. with coal at 23s. per
ton, it was surely good enough business
for our men te get 3s. 10d., or 8d. more,
when the coal was 4s. per ton less. The
hon. member drew a comparison to suit his
argument, but where the comparison comes
in, I am at a loss to understand. A good
deal has been said abont conferences he-

853

tween the several parties—the unions, the
Commissioner, and the Trades Hall. Tt is
true that conferences have been held. They
were inaugurated for a specific purpose.
Al one time the loco. drivers did not cave
to use Collie coa), and they demanded a
mixture consisting of 00 per cent. of New-
enstle coal and 50 per cent. of Collie coal.
The conferences were hrought about to get
the loco. drivers to use 100 per cent. of
local fuel. Those conferences have Deen
held Cor 12 years, and at none of them have
the companies’ representatives been al-
lowed to attend. The price to be paid for
the eoal has never been a subject of discus-
sien. [ remember g time when a confer-
ence was called and the present Minister
for Railways stlended it. The companies
asked to be allowed fo send a representa-
tive and the Minister replied, ‘‘No, you
eannot attend here.*’ Was not that sof

The Minister for Railways: Yes. |

Mr. WILSON: The first man who asked
to be permitted to attend the conferences
was the Commissioner of Railways him-
self. T have a letter from the then Com-
missioner, Colonel Pope, in which he asked
permission to be represented at the con-
fercnece. He sent Mr. Backshall to plead
to be allowed to attend in order that all
coneerncd might co-operate with & view
to determining the coal most suitable for
the department’s requirements, considering
also the views of the loeo. drivers. The
Commissioner was then allowed tu uitend.
Fiver since then the conferences have heen
held. The three-months’ term, was in-
serted in the first agreement of all at the
raquest of the Minister for Railways, and
it has heen included ever since. Let me re-
peat that the price hos never been a sub-
jeet considered at the conference. MMr.
Miles spoke ahceut an unholy alliance to
hoost: the price of coal. He does not know
what he is talking about. He is trying to
do injury to jan industry that has been
working peacefully for the las¢ 10 or 12
vears. He talks about an advance in price
and an unholy alliance. In the course of
his statement he mentioned the names of
a number of shareholders, but it is a re-
markable faet that out of practically 500
shareholders, he named only about a dozen.
Why he should single them out and name
them, T do not know, but I consider it was
undignified to publish the names of men
whose shoes he was not fit to black, He
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mentioned the name of a judee of the
Supreme Court who holds shares. Yet the
e memdnr,  two  nighis =iid ke
would be pleased to have a judee of the
Supreme (Court ax a Royal Comuissioner
to condnet the inyuiry. e mentioned the
Rev. Mr. Henn as the holder of ~hares,

Hon. P. Collier:
not ?

Mr, WILSOX: 1le is nat a “Scotch-
byterian,™  We are net in it this time,
though we ure gencrally there when there
are any hawbees about. The hon. mem-
her also mentioned the Rev. J. W.
Grove and Archhishop Clune as sharehold-
ers. [ consider it was inf1a dig to mention
thase names. Waorst of all, lie forgot to say
why Amalgamated Collieries shares are held
in those names.

Hon. 1. Collier: Another unholy alli-
ance with the chureh?

Mr. WILSON: The late Mr.
eave a donation to found a
ship at Fremantle. The present man-
acer, Mr., Johnson, has given n schol-
arship of £500 per vear for five vears
to assist hovs of Collie workmen. A cer-
tain number of shares, or their equivalent,
was given to the chureh schools, o that
scholarships wanld he available there, Those
shares are held in trust by some of the
eentleomen  mentioned  for the purpnses
of the scholarships. The shares had to he
put into somehod¥’s name. Yet this hlun-
derer from the North-West hutts info an
affair like that. Does he not know that we
want. more men and more companies fo ex-
Libit the same spirit and help to educate
our hoys and givlv? Instead of holding
them up to contumely, ke <hould have been
the first man to commend them for theiv
action.  Regarding the avrrangenent of
prices, the first advance wus given in \ug-
ust, 1915, by e J. 1) Connolly, then Min-
ister for Railway<, Tn December, 1915, nll
the Eastern coal miners zuf i increa<e in
wages and prices from the Tederal (‘oal
Tribunal.  Collie coalfiell was ignored.
Five wonths afterwards [ asked Mx,
Hugles why Collie had heen left out
of the arrangement for incerenseld warses,
He created o special  tribunal and  the
Collie miners sent me as their leading
advocate to wet their just dues. We ot
lews than did the Neweastle miners, hut still
we gol something. Almost the first thinge
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I did on my retmn from the war was to
sev Judge Edmoands. The Neweastle miners
had received another inercase. T was sen(
Sast, and altlugh we recelved less $han-diit
the Newcastle men, still we wot something.
In 1920 I was again sent East, and again
we ot an inerease.  From the four increases
obtained =ince 1914, the Neweastle mines
have veceived 1ds, per ton, as against the
Callie miners 8s. per ton,  Some years ago
[ asked a question of the present Minister
for Railways regarding the date of the last
increase granted to the Collie miners. Tt
was in 1920 and it was the last increasze
they received. Sinee that time--10 vears

ago—the Neweastle miners have received
inerease  amounting  to 3s. 9d. per ton,

whereas the Collie miners have asked for
nothing. Mr. Miles commented on the fact
that when the Government called for tenders
for coal, no tenders were submitted. I was
instrumental in blocking the submission of
tenders. There was good reason for it. If
tenders had heen submitfed, they would
have carried a higher figure, hecause the
C'ollie miners had received less hy way of
inereases than had the Newecastle miners.
Our men had received no advance in 10
vears, That was one of the reasons. If
there is any unholy alliance, T am not in
it with the eompanies or with any of the
sharebolders T mentioned. We have always
tried to get our dues, and at the same time
have given our hest to the Govermment. To
show that T do not make statemenis withont
first verifying them, let me read fgnrex
token from the Government file showing the
increases granted to the Neweastle miners
as against the Collie miners:—

Nowrastle, Clollie.

1916 15, Od. Ns. &l
177 350 (1. Is, 11d.
1919 s, Uil 2 Tl
1920 s, 04, B8 0l
10s, 9. - Ry, .

And sinee then the Neweastle miners have
received  Tnereases ammmting to 3s. Od.
Here is the guestion T asked of the Mimster
for Railways—

When did the Reilwhy Department pay the
latest inereascs ordered by #he Federal (oal

Tribunal in. the priee of coal to the Collie
compunies for fuel cupplied?

The Minister replied—
On the 27th Septomber, 1920,



f2 Ocroper, 1930.]

Inereases received hy the Neweastle miners
sinece that date have heen 1s. 6d., 1s. 6d,
2., and Gd, a total of 4s. Jl. and
then sixpence was faken away.,  Mean-
while the Collic miners have not asked for

anvthing. That is the position regarding
the so called unhely alliance. Mr. Helm,
who controls the Railway Stores has

had a good deal to say, but hefore I go on
to that, let me vemark that the Collie miners
would have been quite justified in endeav-
ouring to get increases Dased on those
granted to the Neweastle miners since 1920.
On the Oth November, 1925, Mr. Hibble, of
the Coal Tribunal, awarded every worker
in the industry in Awstralasia from Is. to
1:. 6d. per day. Espeeially did the labonrer
on top henefit, for he reccived 1s. 6d. per
day. The labourer on top in the Collie dis-
trict did not get that 1s. 6d., and did nof
approach the Government to have it paid.
Mr. Miles quoted the price paid by the Gov-
ernment. of New South Wales for Newcastle
coal, but he did not mention the prices paid
in other States nearer to us. I sent a tele-
gram to Vietoria asking what price was
paid for eoal from the State coal mine and
also for coal from the private mines in the
same distriet. I know that distriet from A
to % because I was there for 15 years. Mr.
Lemmon, the Minister for Education, re-
plied as follows:— :

The priee of Wonthaggi coal on trucks pit's
head 19s. 81. No purchases from the other

mines, The other mines would not supply at
19s. 84.

That 195, 8. coal is of the same quality as
Collie conl. Yet Mr. Miles did not tell ns
that. The Wonthaggi mine is a State minc.
Many years ago the Government of Victoria
veduced the capitalisation of the colliery
by nearly £200,000. Notwithstanding that
the Government have lost £200,000 on the
mine, they are stilt paying 18x. 8d. per ton
to keep it going.  Ar. Miles, in moving his
motion for the appointment of a Royal Com-
mision, set out the terms of reference under
12 heads. Any person who rears the report
of the Coal Commission in New Sonth Wales
in 1930 must be struek by the similarity of
the references. Every ifem that Mr. Miles
suggests is something that appears in that
volome.

Hon. P. Collier: Well, you would hardly
expect otherwise,

Ny, WILSON: He has not one idea of
his own. He got his typist to copy out these
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things, but he only copied ihose that helped
his own cuse, and thal he thought were to
the detriment of Collic. Tl Torgot fo say
that there were some miervesting articles in
ihis volume. Tle talked ahout the priee of
conl. TLet me tell the Commitfee thai we
really are to be congratulated npen having a
eoalfield like Collie. The hon. member also
referred to South Anstralia. The report in
(question says—

Acconling to figures supplicd by the Com-
monwealth  Statistician, the comparatively
smull quantity of cont utilised by the railway
svatem of South Australin—namely 244,000
tons—cost approximately £547,000. ., . As
comparer with Western Australia, South Aus-
fralia wses 70,000 tons lesa and pays approxi-
mately £240,000 more for its requirements.

The Comuission peinted out that South
Australin used 70,000 tons of coal less than
Western Australin and that it had paid
£240,000 more for it than did Western Aus-
tralia. Mbr. Miles forgot to peint that out.
Why did he omit that statement? He also
said that the bunkering trade had gone. He
remarked that we had not bunkered coal for
a long time, and that the ships which used
to bunker Collie coal were not now doing
so hut were giving preference to the New-
castle ecommodity heeause of the high price
charged for the Western Australian article,
Let me quote ngain from the Royal Com-
mission under the heading of transport—

_ The cxtent to whieh oil-burning ships are
inereasing gives a general indication of the
fact that coal is, in point of economic value,
seriously  feeling the competition of oil as
fuel. Ol supplied for bunkers in Australin

expressed in terms of tons of coal, illustrates
the extent to which coal has been displacedd.

T'here are some figures which indieate the
extent to which coal hus heen displaced by
oil. In 1922 we in Australin supplied oil
to the tune of 29.000 tons; in 1923, 81,000
tons: in 1924, 148,000; in 1925, 201,000
tong; in 1926, 238,000 tons; in 1927,
268,000 in 1528, 290,000, and for the nine
months of the curvent vear 251,000 tons.
This is the extent to which ol ships are dis-
placing eoal. To revert to the bunkering
trade, T would point out that Collie has in-
creased its bunkering since 1924. In that
vear the quantity bunkered was 38,000 tons,
in 1925 it was 41,000 tons, in 1926 45,000
tons, in 1927 41,000 tons, and in 1929 46,000
tons. I do not know where Mr. Miles got
his figures, but it is evident he has heen
misled, Someone has evidently invited him
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fo a meeting o that thev might tell him how
they have heen getting on, but like the rogne-
clephant that was led into a delf shop he
Eknew not the way out hut crashed every-
thing in his path. He also had a tilt at the
late lLabour Government, or it may have
heen a specinl tilt at the ex-Minister for
Railways. He referred to what I said in
the House in 1923, thus:

Mr, Wilson, the member for Collie, is ve-

ported in ‘“Hansard?’ as follows:—** The mis-
take is that the agreement-—

This refers to the three vears agreement—

excludes new fields from its operations for the
next three years. The old agreement had a
clause which said the Commissioner was en-
titled to use 20 per cent. of a portion of the
Department?’s con-umption for the purpose of
helping to develop new ficlds, and new mines
disovered at Collie or elsewhere,

I remember that was one of the arguments
for the opposition to the agreement put up
hy the party to which I belong. What is
My, Miles eomplaining about now? In 1923
that was omitted from the agrcement but is
now provided for. New mines are provided
for in the new agreement. I have here a
copy of the contract signed by the Amal-
gamated Collieries. This is what it says—

Notwithstanding anything contained in this
agreement, the Commissioner retains the right
to reserve up to 20 per cent, of the percentage
allotted to the three mines mentioned, first for
the development of the Collie coal ficlds of
any hard coal mine producing coal superior to
that now produced at Cellie,

The trouble in Collie is, so it is said, that
there ave too many soft coal mines. The
Government have said that in future only
the hest hard ecal from new mines will be
taken. That is put down at 20 per cent.
And so the agreement says—

‘for for the development of any mine situated
outside the recognised Collie coalficlds and
producing coal which from its geographieal
position could be used more cconomically by
the Railway Department.’’

And yet MMr. Miles complains about this
being put in. What does he want? It is
there and yet lhe cannot see it. I wonder
what we are paying him forf

Hon. P. Collier: No wonder our salaries
are being reduced!

Mr. WILSON: I want members to turn
to page 19 of the Railway Estimates and
compare that with the statement I have here,
T will show, in round figures, what benefit
Collic has heen to the railways. T remember
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asking a question of the Minister for Rail-
ways about eight years ago. He showead that
Collic zave a bonus every year to the State
in the way of cheap voal.  On_page 18 of his-
vepurt, the (‘olulnimiunérl-‘ﬁ{;%ig ‘coal sup-
plies from 1421 to the present day. He has
forgoiten in the last three years that the
previons Commissioner had given the equiva-
lent of the tonnage of Neweastle as against
Collie coal. He uses the proportions of two
of Newcastle to three of Collie, and I have
worked out my figures on those proportions.
I will get them put into “Hansard” so that
anyone may check them if he desires.
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The above basis is taken from Railway De-
partment report, which is much higher than
shown by C.AMLE. of Railway Department.
{See Roval Commission Report which was
completed in 191G, Appendix XXXI.

The CM.E, in 1907 recommended ).414 of
Collie vaal to ) ton of Neweastle coal and the
figure ultimately adopted by the them Hon.
Minister, Mr. Gregory, wus 1.742,

In 1919, if the equivalent quantity of New-
eastle coal had been burned by our railways
and the price paid that which was paid for
Collie coal, the Government would have had
to pay another £109,094, which meant giving
a honus to them of that amount. Tn 1920,
Collie gave a bonus of £149,958. So it has
gone on year after year, until the sum total
in 12 years is €2,020,460, Dexpite these
fizurex Mr, Miles talks abont what Collie
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is eosting. I am going to support any Com-
mission that comes along.

The Minister for Railways: That is not
the totul advantage derived. The woney is
kept here in circulation instead of going
to the other States.

Hon. . Collier: And employing our own
men.

Mr. WILSON: And more than that. Al-
though we ecounld not get Newcastle coal
years ago, our coal was the means of taking
our wheat and timber to the ports for ex-
port during the war period.

Mr. Willcock: And without delay.

Mr. WILSON: Yes. There has never
Leen a strike at Collie that has interfered
with the simple working of the railways
over the last 20 years. Ikverything has beeu
going along smwothly. 1 am ne chiampion
of Lhe coal ecompanies, but 1 have yet to
learn that they bave made extravagunt pro-
tits or declared estraordinary dividends. 1
could name a dozen companies which started
in Collie, andl every one went to the wall.
At the present time L am not too sure that
another is not going to the wall, and going
there quickiy. L should, of course, be sorry
to see it. What 1 cannot understand is this.
In another place four directors sat and
lisienadl to the tirade against their com-
pany, snd up to new did not say a word
i answer, although I believe this afternoon
otie of them had something fo say. Does
unyone think 1 would sit in evmpany with
these men in a holy or unholy alliance to
raise the price of Collie coal? They are not
worth it. They took their gruel without a
light. 1 say advisedly that three or four
of those directors know that there is no
hope of paying dividends for years to come.

The Minister for Railways: A kind of
Kathleen Mavourneen dividend.

Mr. WILSON: I would like to live as
long us that. I shall welcome any commis-
sion that is appeinted, and the Collie miners
would welcome it, too. We want first of
all to find vut what it is going to do. Three
. or_fonr commissions have been appointed in
this State to inquire into the voal industry.
There was also a select eommittee in 1902,
and John Ewing was chairman. Then Dr.
Jack came here from the other Stafes, and
we had the Woolnough commission as well.
I was a member of the Woolnongh commis-
it vost n good deal, and 1 gof some

What do they want now? M.

slon.,
ol it.
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Miles talks about the Commissioner being
a judge of the Supreme Court. What would
a judge know about the coal industry? We
want an engineer who knows the ins and
outs of the industry, and understands
it from A to Z. A judge could only
go upon the evidenee that was tendered, If
an official expression is wanted, everyone
concerned should be allowed to give evi-
dence in the matter. The man who makes
woney by eoal has no morve right to get his
hooks investigated than the ordinary trader
has. I weleome the appointment of any
Royal Commission. A good deal has been
said nbout the departmental officers not giv-
ing n fair deal to certain companies. Alr,
Comissioner Evans has been a very hard
man to bargain with, but he is honest; his
integrity has never been doubted. He has
always given the local fuel a fair deal, For
my part, if he says that one eozl is worth
so much, I am prepared to believe him.
But on this subject I do not believe people
who have never been on a loeomotive, and
who denounce the Commissioner simply be-
cauge he did not give a deal whick suited
their speeial requirements. I happened to
be on the engine during the trisls inade by
the Woolnough Commission, and I ean cer-
tify that everylling was carried out fairly
and in o serupulously clean way, Each eom-
pany got a fair deal from the men. The re-
sult was to give the local coal a fair go. If
people are told that the coal is soff, they
only delude themselves by insisting that it
is hard, for they cannot get past the en-
gine and laboratory tests. The departmental
afficers have always acted above hoard in
the wmatter, though they have been anxious
to squeeze the companies in order to get
revenue for the department. At no time
have they ever given the miners anything
to which they were not entitled. As to
the holding of conferences bhetween the com-
paines and the miners, at no time has there
been any understanding as to prices. All
that the Ceollie miners have received has
been given {o them by a legitimate fribunal
or Arbitration Court. They are now work-
ing under an arbitraiion award. Do the
people who say that the miners are earning
too much money by the system of piece-
work wish them to revert to day work? I
do not think it would pay. A boss
would be needed for every miner working.
Piecework is an attribute of coalmining,
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und the voalminers alwaxs pive a fair go.
In passing let me mention that the Comp-
troller of Stores placed on the file a minute
which is not right. After drawing atten-
tion to the last reduction in the price of
.\'e\\_'t‘aa'tle coal, lie says that ceven admitting
the cost of Neweastle next vear will he
40s. 4., on the eyunivalent values Collie is
entitled to 22s. 10d. That is to say, even
now Collic is getting 4s. under the price on
cquivalenl value, lLet me quote from the
file what the Comptroller of Railway Sores
sy i—

The last advice reccived from the Coal
Viewer at Neweastle shows the present sell-
ing price for large coal at 22s, 10d. f.o.b. to
which must be added 17s. Gid. freight, making
the selling rate 4Us. k1, whicrh would give an
cquivalent price for Collie coal of 21s. 10d.,
whereas the highest rate being paid under the
present agreement is 193, 0d.

Duoes Mr. Miles want Collie to go for that
difference!  1f he does, I ean promise him
some help and fun, 1f the Government do
uot think they ure getting n fair deal and
comsider that they can fight Collie by pay-
ingr ds. per ton more for Newcastle, let them
do it

The Minister for Lands: Our poliey is to
support the loval industry,

Mr. WILSON: My object is to eurtail
the activities of Western Australian born
so-called politiciuns.  They ave not hovsting
Western Aunstralin in attacking o district
whose men have always acted fairly, Per-
haps | have been a little heated in some of
my remarks: but, after all is said and done,
when there is talk about unholy alliances
il vther things of that kind, the man who
has been instruwental in getting increased
pav and reduced hours wmust take a stand.
I have done nothing that I would not do
aeain it another ehance care along to do it
1 wonld tead the van in doingr the same thing
agatn. T ~ee no reason why the Govermmnent
of this State should pay the Neweastle peo-
ple more for coal than thev ave preparved to
give the men at Collie, 1t the Govermnent
pant to appoint a Commission, I shall not
oppuse its appeintment,

Alr. Willeoek: Neither will 1.

The Minister for Railwavs: But what
will the taxpuyers say abont the cost of a
Roval Commission !

Hon, 17, Collier: That i~ my view al-o.
But ne vie has anything io hide.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. WILSON: Why does the Press pub-
lish the silly vapourings—if I may bor-
row a word {rom the member for Cauning
(Mr. Wells)—of those men! Xren “Trusth™
publishes them with big headlines. If
the people in question went through the
file and saw what was there, they would be
astounded by the omissions of Mr, Miles.
I have been waiting too long to-day to Je-
liver my speeeh, and I may have made it
in a spasmodic manner; but the fact is
that the men at Collie have done their best
to help the Government. I acknowledge
also that the Government have done good
to Collie, as the faet is 4that no Western
Australia coal company could live without
some support from the Government, the
bunkering irade heing so small. 1f the
Railway Department’s aim is to get the
very Dest eoal, they must not forget that
there are three parties to the eontract—the
companies, the drivers who use the coal, and
the miners who get the coal for a certain
price. The miners have just ns mueh right
to get into conference to deeide what they
shall work for, as the coal ecompanies have
to get into conference to decide what the coal
shall bhe sold for. Prices have never heen
diseussed between the companies and the
winers, The object of the eonference which
took place was fo ereate an ahinosphere ol
patriotism among  the locomotive drivers
and the coalminers. The drivers said to the
winers, “Give us yvour very hest and clean-
est eoal, and we will burn it.” The miners
veplied, “We will promise to elean all
debris vut ot the ceoal, and keep the coal
clean, so that you c¢an burm one hundred
per ecent. ot it.” 1 have previously told
in this Chamber an ineident connected with
a hig strike at Neweastle years ago. No
Neweastle ecoal was to be got, and a coal
mining eompany instructed the winers to
ent down the black roof, and this was sent
oub and burnt as coal. I promised Mr.
Gregory that I would take him fo see the
place where the roof was brought dewn.
There was u certain pereeniage of firing
praperty in it, but it was pure stone. Any-
thing black was taken for coal at that time.
At the present time the Collie miners arve
uniler striet supervision to supply clean coitl.
That is the vesult of a conference hetween
the Commissioner of Railways, the Miners’
Union. the locomotive drivers and the
AL, excentive, who act as a sort of wn-
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pire hetween the fighting colliers and the
challenging locomotive drivers. The three-
wonths provision was insevted at the inshi-
eation of the then Commissioner of Rail-
wavs, and that provision has eontinned ever
¢eince. I hope it will continue to remain in
foree. 1 hope that the affinity established
between the Commissioner of Railways, the
locomotive drivers, and the coal miners will
contimie for all time. I do not say that
there should be an attempt to raise the
price. There never has heen. The locomo-
tive drivers would refuse to discuss the
matter if the question of price were ever
introduced. They say to the miners, “You

have the same court to go to as we. You
have the Federal tribunul to go to. Hav-
iy that tribunal, you can apply to it. We

wash oar hands of any idea of tryving to
put on pressure.”  Finally, as regards a
Royal Commission vou can let Miles have
one and vou can put Miles on as cbairman
of it =0 far as 1 am concerned.

Progress reported.

House adjourned at 956 pm.
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The PRESIDENT toock the Chair at 4.30
‘pm., and read prayers.

BILL—ANATOMY,
Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR COUNTRY
WATER SUPPLIES (Hon. C. F. Baxter
-—Rast) [4.35] in moving the second read-
ing said: To the average person the thought
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of anatomy nnd dissection suggests grue-
rome possibilities. Nevertheless, to provide
proper training for medieal and denial
students, dissection is absolutely essential,
and, in conseqguence, it is neeessary to sub-
mit this Bill to authorise the practice of
anatomy., When it is remembered that a
gualified professional person must, in the
course of his profession, disseet the live in-
dividual, it is obvious that, to enable him
to do this safely and properly, he must have
experience in dissection on the dead sub-
Jeet. A century ago all =orts of improper
practices were carried on to enable this
neepssary training in disseetion to he pur-
sned, but in about 1870, Great Britain led
the way by passing an Act to regulate the
methods by which the necessary subjects
might be secured, under proper econditions,
for medieal and dental schools, providing
absolute safeguards against irregularities.
At the present timie, such J\ets are in opeva-
tion in most conntries, and Western Aus-
tralin is one of the verv few places wheve
such legislation does not exist.

Tt may be many years before a medienl
school is established in this State, but
dental training has Dbeen pursued here for
some time, and it has been the aim of the
Deuntal Boavd o steadily raise the standard
of training to a piteh where resiprocity
with  other States of  Australin = and
with other countries of the world, may be
secuted. The opening of the Dental Hos-
pital in 1927 marked a decided step for-
ward, and the practice has now heen estah-
lished of all dental students receiving their
practical tuition at the hospital. Efficient
study of the head and neck, an accurate
knowledge of whieh is essential to properly
trained dentists, canunot be obtained with-
out actual dissection. At the present time,
tire lnek of an Anatomy Act makes disspe-
tion impossible, and unless the students ean
carry out a course of actual disseetion, it is
impossible to raise the standard of our
course of training here. One of the first
aims of the Dental Hospital is affiliation
with the University of Western Australa,
and this cannot be eclaimed until our stand-
ard of training is equal to that of similar
institutions in the other States, and the ulti-
mate desire for regiproeity, not only with
the other States, but with other parts of
the world, will never be granted until the
foregoing aims have been achieved. There
fore, an Anatomy Aet, giving dental stud-
ents the right to undertake a proper course



